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Hotel.    I signed rny name at least six times before
the necessary formalities were completed.

Tomsk is built in two parts. The lower portion
of the town, consisting nearly exclusively of mer-
chants' offices, shops, and warehouses, while on the
heights overlooking them are the Governor's palace,
Government offices, and private residences of the
better class of merchants. But although, as I have
said, Tomsk is less depressing than other Siberian
cibies, the absence of trees or gardens gives the
place the usual' bare, cheerless appearance. The
surrounding country is flat and marshy, and a fruit-
ful cause of malaria and fever during spring and
autumn. The summer is the busy season, when the
tea from China and Trans-Baikalian merchandise is
unloaded from the small carts which have brought
it from Irkoutsk, Kiakhta, Stratensk, etc., and
shipped on the steamers running by the Tom and
Obi rivers to Tiumen. Just outside the town is a
huge plain cut up in all directions by caravan roads, *
and at the extremity of which are the wharves where
steamers lie to receive their cargoes. A dreary,
desolate place it looked, the dull, wintry day we saw
it, but in summer the whole place is alive with cara-
van carts, while in dry-weather an eternal dust-cloud
hangs like a pall over the huge plain. The rail-
way which is now being projected between Tomsk
and Irkoutsk will do away with all this. This line
completed, the tea will be sent to Wladivostok from
China by sea, thence to Stratensk by the Amour
river, and on by rail from Irkoutsk to Tomsk and
European Russia.

The H6tel d'Europe afforded us very fair accom-